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Sustaining All Life facilitates listening exchanges at the Sustainable 
Innovation Forum in Paris in 2015 (COP21, 2015), where participants 
take turns listening and being listened to.











Photo: Navesh Chitrakar/Reuters 















5 Funds Created through UN Process

Fund Name Date 
Established

Funds Pledged/Funds 
Allocated

Purpose

Adaptation Fund 2001 $1.7b (plus 2% of carbon 
trading proceeds)/$1.6b 
for 226 projects

Adaptation (actions to 
prepare for impacts of 
climate change)

Least Developed 
Countries Fund

2001 $2.3b/$2.3b across 51 
countries

Adaptation for the 45 least 
developed countries

Special Climate 
Change Fund

2001 $464m/$358m for projects Adaptation, technology 
transfer, mitigation, 
economic diversification

Green Climate 
Fund

2010 $30b/$15.9b for 286 
projects in 133 developing 
countries

Adaptation and mitigation 
funding

Fund for 
Responding to Loss 
and Damage 
(FRLD)

2022 $822m/$0 Loss and damage arising 
from climate change
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Some Sources of Funds

• Tax the wealth of wealthy people

• Tax financial transactions

• Increase taxes on high earners

• Implement windfall profit taxes on fossil fuel companies

• End government subsidies for fossil fuel companies



We have been conditioned to want 
more than we need while being 

indifferent to the needs of others.



Some Questions to Consider

•When did you first see or understand that there were 
differences in people’s wealth?  How did you feel?

• Do you have more than you need?   What would be 
challenging for you about reducing your consumption?





Listening Circle 
A Basic Guide to a Powerful Practice

Decide to use the 
practice with two to five 
other people. Agree on a 
total amount of time.

1

Those not taking their turn 
listen with full, respectful 
and interested attention. 

3

Each person takes a turn 
(equal time) to share 
without interruptions.
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Listening Circle 
A Basic Guide to a Powerful Practice, Part II

Listeners make space by 
withholding judgements, 
comments or 
disagreements.

4

Refrain from referring to 
previous turns, this builds 
trust, safety and confidence 
in each other.

5

Listening circles allow 
us to offer and receive 
support. We can decide 
to be powerful together.
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